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Pathways are context-specific configurations of levers to achieve transformation in each entry point

Building on GSDR 2019 and going farther
“The Future is Now: Science for Achieving Sustainable Development”



Governance interventions (levers), targeting key points of intervention 
(leverage points), to enable transformative change

Source: IPBES (2019)
Summary for 
policymakers of the 
global assessment 
report



Source: IPBES –IPCC Co-sponsored workshop (2021). Biodiversity and Climate Change –Scientific Outcome

Moving governance towards transformative change



New evidence base for the SDGs: COVID-19

Source: UNDP. 2021. Pur-
suing the SDGs in a world
reshaped by COVID-19



New evidence base for the SDGs: state of nature



• Increasing inequalities: extreme poverty rising, unequal access to 
vaccines and treatment

• Climate neutrality by 2050: 131 countries, 73% of global emissions
• New biodiversity targets, importance of nature-based solutions
• Demographic change as an uneven process across regions
• Migration flows within and across countries and continents
• Digitalization as opportunity and challenge for sustainable 

development (UN Roadmap for digital cooperation)
• Opportunities in business and financial sector for sustainable 

development
→ Sustainability lens delivers added value for post-pandemic 

recovery, social protection and climate neutrality in an unequal world 
→ Differentiated approaches across countries and over time

Avenues of work: new evidence base and trends 



Avenues of work: how to speed up implementation 
post-COVID-19 



Steps towards the next GSDR

2021

• Virtual work on new
evidence & the
impacts of COVID-19

• 1st Member States 
briefing at HLPF

• Call for inputs
• Workshop with

stakeholders

2022

• Writing process ongoing
• Global & regional 

consultations
• 2nd Member States briefing

at HLPF
• IGS members present

ongoing work and questions
at conferences and meetings

2023

• Advanced draft
for comments

• finalizing the
GSDR

• presentation to
Heads of
Government at 
UNGA



Thank you for your attention!
Questions welcome!


